General Information

Tax Returns

Ad valoram lex, more commonly known as property ix, |5 a
large sourca of revenue far [ocal govemments n Geomia.
The basis for ad valorem taxabion is the falr market value of
the proparty which is established as of January 1 each year,
The tax is levied on the assessed velue of lhe properly
which, by law, Is astablished &l 40% of fair market value,
The amaunt cf tax 1s datermined by the lax rale {mll fate)
levied by various enlities (ore mili is equal to §1.00 for each
51,000 af assesssd valus or 001}

Saveral distingt enlities are Involved In the ad valarem tax
process:

The County Tax Commissfoner, an office sstabllshed by
the Constitulion and eiecled i all counlies except twa, is the
officlal responsible for recelving tax retums filed by taxpayars
or designating the Hoard of Tax Assessars to racelva them;
meceiving and processing  applicalions for homestead
exemptian; serving as an agent of the State Revenue
Cammissioner for the registration of motor vehicles; and
performing alf funclions relating to biHling, colleciing,
disbursing, and accounting for ad valesem taxes callecled in
the county.

The County Bosrd of Tox Assessars, appointed for fixed
{ermns by the Counly Commisslones(s), in all countles except
ong, ara rasponaible for determining taxabllity; the appraisal,
assessment, and the equallzation of all assessmeants within
the caunty. They notify taxpayers when changes are made
to the value of the properly; they receive and reviaw alf
appeals fled; and thay Insure that the appeal process
proceeds praperly. tn addifion, they apprave all exemptions
claimed by the taxpayar,

The County Board of Equallzation, appointed by the Grand
Jury, 5 the body charged by law wilh hearirg and
atjudicaling adminisiretive appeals io properly values and
assessments mada by the Board of Tax Assessors, {Note: an
arbliratien melhod of appeal is available to the taxpayer in
lizu of an appaal to the Board of Equaiization ai the option of
the taxpayer at the time the appeal is filed.)

The Board of County Commissionors an elecled body,
estahlishes the budget for county cperations each year, and
then they levy the mill rale necessary to fund the partion af
the budgat to ba pald for by ad valoram lax,

The County Board of Education, an elecled body,
establishes the annual budget for school purpases and they
then recommend thelr milt rate, which, with very few
axcaptions, must be levied for the Schosl Board by the
Gaunty Cermmissionars).

The State Ravenue Commissioner exerclses genaral
aversight of the eptle ud valorem tax process. In addilion,
the Siata lavles ad valorem iax esch year In an smount
which cannol excead one-fourth of ane mill {,00025).

Taxpayers are requirad to file ai laast an Inltlal tex retum for
taxabla propery (both reaf and personal property) owned on
January 17 of the {ax yagr._ In Oglathorpe Counly the time for
fling retums 1s January 1 through April 1*, These returns
are filed with the Tex Assessor and forms are availsble In
that offica, The tax raturn Is a lIsting of the proparty owned
by tha taxpayar and the {axpayes’s daclzration of the value of
the praperty.

Onca the Inlial tax return |s filad, the law provides for an
autematic renewal of that return each succeading year at the
valua finally determired for lhe praceding year and the
taxpayar Is raquired to fila a new return only as addltional
property is acquired, impravements are mada lo existing
propetty, of other changes octur. A naw retum, filed durlng
the raturn perlod, may alsa be made by the taxpeyar to
declare a differen! value fram the existing value whera {he
taxpayer is dissatisfied with the current value placed an the
property by the Board of Tax Assessosrs, This serves the
purpese of establishing the taxpayar's appeal rights IT the
declared value Is chenged again by the Board of Tax
Assessors,

Assessment Appeals

When the Board of Tax Assessors changes the value of
prapedy from the value In plece for the preceding year or
fram the value thal was returned by the taxpayer for the
cummant year, a notlce of thal change must be sent to the
property owner. Upon recelpt of the nolice, iha property
owner desiring to appael the change in value must do so
within 45 days. The appeal Is filed with the Board of Tax
Assessors who reviews again $heir valuation and the appeal
filed and informs the taxpayer of its declsion. If the taxpayer
remains dissalisfied, Ihe eppeal Is {orwarded o the County
Board of Equalization. A hearing Is scheduled and
conducled and the Board of Equalization rendess its decision.
if the taxpayer Is still dissatisfied, sn appesl o Superor Court
may be made.

In Feu .of an administrative appeal with the Beard of
Enualization, an arbitration mathod of appas! is also avaiiable
io the taxpayer. The Board of Tax Assessols can provide
delails ragarting this procedurs.

The assessment appeal may be macda ca the basis of {he
taxabillty of tha propery, the value placad upen the property,
ar the uniformity of that value wher compared Lo othar similar
properties In the county. The appeal must be flad within the
appllcable Ume parnd and canno! ba flied after that time,
Additichally, the appeal shouid nol be based on any
camptaint about the amaunt of taxes lavied on the property.
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0.C.G.A. 48-5-306.1 which requires that Tax
Commissioners provide taxpayers with a
brochure or other means of explanation of

property tax exemptions, assessments, and
appeals.
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Sheila C. Arnold

Tax Commissioner
Oglethorpe County
£.0. Box 305
Lexington, GA 30648

Phone (706} 743-8422
Fax  (706)743-8837

The duties and responsibilities of this office are
many and varied, but our maln function is to
serve you, the citizens of our cammunity. This
brochure has been furnished to help answer
some of your questlons regarding county taxes.

Please feel free to contact this office if you have
any questions on the information addressed in
this brochure, or any problems receiving efficlent
and parsonal service fram our office.

Sheila C. Arnald
Tax Commissionear

Specialized and Preferential
Assessment Programs

Two general types of spacialized or preferential asseasment
programs are avallabla for owners of cerain typas of
praperty. One of these progfams authnrzes assassment st
3% rather than 49% af feir market value for cesaln
agricultural properties being used for bona fide agriculiural
purpass.

The second type of preferantial program is the Ceonservation
Use program which provides that carain agricullural
properties, Ember land property, anvironmentally sensiive
proparty or residential transiiones prepeny Is to ba valued
and assessed for ad valarem tax purposes at its cusrent use
valua rather than its fair markel value.

4B-5-7.7 GEORGIA FOREST LAND PROTECTION ACT OF
2008 provides for an ad valorem (ax examption for property
primarily used for the good faith subsistenca or commerclal
praduction af iraes, timber, or other wood and waod finer
products and excludes lhe entim valua of any residenca

lacated on ike proparty. in additian, tha propety may have
socandary uses such as tha promalicn, preservetion, or
mansgament af wildife habital; carbon  saguesiration [n
accomdanca with iha Geargia Carbon Sequestration Reglstry;
mitlgation and consarvatian banking that resulis In restoration
or consetvatian of wetlends and other natural resources; or
the production of scosystem producis and sarvicas such as,
but not limiled io, clean eir and watar, This 15-year coyenant
agreemsant betwsen the taxpayer and local board of
pasessors Is Emited to forest land trecis of more than 200
acies when awned by n individual or individuals or by any
enillty reglstared to do business in Geaorgla.

Ench af these spaclsllzed or preferential programs raquiras
the property awner to covenant with the Boamd of Tax
Assessors 1o maintzin the property in its gualified use for at
lpast 10 years |a omder to qualify for the preference, The
Hoard of Tax Assessars can axplain tha ownarship and use
restrictions regarding propasty qualifying for aither of these
programs.

Other Land Assessment Programs that are avallable:
Landmask Hislorical, Resldenilal Transltional,
Environmentaily Sansitiva, and Brownfisld.

Homestead Exemptions

Sevaral types of homestead exemptions have been anacled
to reduce the burden of ad valorem taxation for Goargla
homeowners, The exermptians apply o hamestead property
awned by the taspayer and occupied 8s his or her legal
resldenca (seme excaptions to thls rule apply and your Tax
Gemmissloner can explain them ta you).

To racalve the banefil of the homesiead exemption, the
taxpayer must filz an initlal applicatien. In Oglatharpe
Cournly, the application Is filed with the Tax Assessor.
Homestead exemptions may be filed for any time during
the year. Howaver, examptions must ke filed for by Aprll
+ to apply to the current t2x year. You must still own and
accupy the proparty as of January 1 to hae eliglble.

Onge granted, the homesiead examption is automalically
renewed each year and the taxpayar does not have ta apply
again unless there is @ shange of ownership, the taxpayer
seeks to qualify for 8 déferant hind ol exemption, if your
axempilan is based on Income, orIf you move,

Under authority of the State Constilution saveral different
types of hamestead examptllons are provided. In additlan,
locat govesmnmenis are authorized 1o provide for Increased
exernption amounts and sevarat have dona so. The Tax
Commissloner In your county can  answer questiens
regarding thz standard exemiptions as wall as any local
exampticns that are In place.

Age 65 and Oldar Exsmption from State Ad Valoram Tax
if you gualify for one of tha other homestead exemptions
lIsted end are age B5 or oider as af January 1, you elso
quallfy for an examption frem the State portion of d valorem

taxes in an amount equal to 100% of the value of your home
and up to 10 acres of land. The value of any sdditional land
or improvements an the sama parced will ba granted the
stapdard maximum exermption of the homestead examption
for which you ctherwisa gualify.

The Standard Homestend Exemption Is avalabla to all
homeowners who otherwise qualify by ownership and
rasidency requirements and i Is an smaunt up o $2,000
which is deducted from ihe 40% nssessed value of the
homesteaded property. The exemplion appites to the
melntanance and oparation parlen of the mill rate levy of the
county and the caunty schoal system and the State mill rie
levy. Y does not apply fo the periian of the mill rate lavied to
retita bonded Indebtedness.

The Standard Eldarly School Tax Hamestaad Exemption
is an [ncreased homast=ad exemplion for homeowners wha
sra 62 years of age by January 1% and the nat inceme of the
applicant and spouse daoes Aot exceed 510,000 for the
precading year (execiuding social securdty and retimment
income), The ameunt of the exemption is up to $10,000 and
applias lo school tax including taxes levied to retira bond
Indebladness, The amount of the exemption is up to 510,000
daducted from the 40% assessed value of the homestaad

property.

The Standard Elderly General Homostead Exemptlon Is
availabie o homeawners who otherwise qualify and who are
&4 and oldar where the net Income aof tha applicant and
spouse does not exceed 510,000 for the preceding year.
Social Security and cerlaln refirement Income are exclded
from e calculalion of the Income {hreshold.  This
sxamplion, which Is In an smount up io 54,000 deducted
fom the 40% assessed value of the homestead property
applles ta eounty taxss, schoe! taxes and the state tex and it
doas apply lo laxes levied to retire bond Indebtedness.

The Disabled Veterans Homestaad Exemption Is avallable
|o cartain disabled veterans in an ameount up to $5,000. This
exemplion applies to all ad valorem tax levies, howaver, il is
restricted to cedaln types af very serous disablifles and
praaf of disability, either from the \eterans Administratian of
ffom a privale physigan in caraln direumstances. The
unramanied surviving spouse ar minar chitdren of any such
dlsablad veteran shall 2iso ba entitled to an exemptlon 50
loag a8 the unremarried surviving Epouse or minor children
cordinue  actually 1o occupy the homestead, or any
subsequent homesteed within ihe same county, as a
residence and hamestead.

The Un-remarried Surviving Spouse Exemption shall be
granted in an amount up to 550,000 from all ad valeram
taxes levied, if such parson's spouse, who as 8 member of
the armed forces of the United Stales, was killed or dedasa
result of any war or amned conflict. Dacuments frem the
Secralary of Dafense must be provided statlng that spousal
benafits are received as a result of the death.

The Un-remartied Survlving Spouse of a Fire Fighter or
Paaca Officer shall be granied total exemplicn from all ad
valorem taxes lavied, If such person's spouse, who as 2
member af a qualified Fire Deparinent or Peacs Officar
Agency, was kllled or died as a result of injury In the
pericrmance of thalr duty. Documents from the agency must
be provided,

Tha Fleating ar Varylng Homestend Exomption is an
axamption which js svaifstle to homeowners 62 ot ulder with
gross household incomes of 330,000 ar Jess. The examptian
applles o state and county ad vajorem taxes bud 1t does not
apply to school tax. The exemption is called a floating
examption because the amount of the sxemplion Increases
as the value of the homastead property is Increased. Since,
hawever, lhe exemptian replaces any other stale and counly
examptlon already in place far the proparty, taxpayars should
be very careful (i moking epplication since, In many
Instancas, the granting of this exemption will initialty at least
increase lhe amount of taes levied on the propary.

In additien to the vatious homestead exemptions thal sm
authorized, the law alsa provides @ Property Tax Deferral
Program whareby quallfied homestead propedy owners &2
and older with gross househald income of 515,000 ar lass
may dafer put not exsmpl the payment of ad valorem taxes
an & part ar all of tha homast=ad propeny. Ganarally, the tax
would ke daferred untll the properly ownership changes of
Lntil such time that the deferred tazes plua interest reach a
lavel equal to 5% of the fair market vaiue of the property.

With respect to all of the homestead exemptions, the
Board of Tax Assassors makes the final determination
as to ellgibliity; hawaver, If the application Is denlud tha
taxpayar must be notified and an appeal procedure (s
then available for the taxpayer.

HOMESTEAD EXEMPTIONS MUST BE FILED
BY APRIL 1 TO APPLY TD THE CURRENT
TAX YEAR.

Homestead exemptions may ba filad for any time during
the yaer. Howsver, examptions must be fllad for by Apdl
1 to apply to the currant tax year. You must still awn amd
oeupy the propesty as of January 1 to be allglible,



