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INTRODUCTION 
Oglethorpe County has completed a state-mandated update of its Comprehensive Plan, also known as the 
Community Agenda. The process was managed with guidance and involvement of local residents, a Stakeholder 
Committee and County Staff. Local staff and elected and appointed officials will use the Comprehensive Plan as a 
reference in making rezoning and capital investment decisions. The ǇƭŀƴΩǎ policies will guide rezoning decisions 
and decisions by elected officials and staff to reinforce the goals of the community. This document outlines the 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ vision, identifies the key issues and opportunities throughout the community, sets forth a set of 
supportive policies to help guide local decision makers, and outlines a short-term work program outlining the 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ actions over the next five years. 
 

SCOPE 
The Comprehensive Plan was prepared under the Rules of the Georgia Department of Community Affairs, Chapter 
110-12-1 -.02 τ Requirements, specifically Chapter 110-12-1-.03 ς Plan Elements. 
The Comprehensive Plan includes the following five components: 
 

COMMUNITY GOALS 
Needs & Opportunities 
Community Work Program 
Land Use Element 
Transportation Element 
 
This plan is a living document and is intended to be updated as necessary to reflect changes in local conditions. 
 

METHODOLOGY 
The report contains several technical key components addressing of the issues and opportunities resulting from 
an analysis of the available data; an analysis of existing development patterns; an evaluation of the ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ 
existing policies and development patterns for consistency with 5/!Ωǎ Quality Community Objectives; and an 
analysis of supportive data and information illustrating conformance with the Department of Natural Resources 
Environmental Planning Criteria and the Service Delivery Strategy.  The report is a product of a review of the 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ plans, policies, regulations and development patterns and encompasses Oglethorpe County and the 
cities of Arnoldsville, Crawford, Lexington, and Maxeys. 
 
The Community Assessment is the first step in the revision of the Comprehensive Plan. The Community Agenda 
ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ǾƛǎƛƻƴΣ ƎƻŀƭǎΣ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎΣ ƪŜȅ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ that the community chooses to 
address, and an action plan highlighting the necessary tools for implementing the plan. 
 
For the Oglethorpe County By the Numbers section of this report, the data was compiled from United States 
Census, Department of Education, and American Community Survey sources. This data represents demographic 
information for the population of Oglethorpe County. This data includes information about the age, race, 
ethnicity, education, employment and population aggregate and projections. 
 
The Future Land Use Map was created by first holding meeting under the guidance of the planning staff and the 
county officials with consideration for current zoning, demography, transportation, growth patterns and overall 
goals for the county. 
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HISTORY  
EARLY SETTLEMENT 

This area was long inhabited by various Indian tribes. By the Treaty of 1773 it was part of a large tract 
surrendered by the Creeks and Cherokees to the colony of Georgia. Four years later, that land became Wilkes 
County. In 1793, Oglethorpe County was created out of the western portion of Wilkes and named in honor of the 
great English philanthropist, Gen. James Edward Oglethorpe, founder of the Georgia colony only sixty years 
before. 
With only traders and trappers, there were no permanent settlements in what would become Oglethorpe County 
until 1774, when a small band of families from North Carolina located on Long Creek, near the present site of 
Lexington. Extensive settlement of the new lands had been delayed by the Revolutionary War, but by 1784, 
bounty grants and other incentives offered by the State produced a rapid tide of immigrants into all the open 
lands. Many of the newcomers had been tobacco planters in Virginia and North Carolina. They found the area 
well suited to the production of tobacco, although, as a cash crop, it was quickly superseded by cotton after the 
invention of the cotton gin in 1793. Some of the settlers from Virginia and North Carolina were distinguished 
men and women of influence and wealth, who could be considered part of the old aristocracy. They were noted 
for their culture, education, integrity, and leadership. They and their descendants played important and 
influential roles in the development of Oglethorpe County, Georgia, and the nation. 
 
RAILROADS 

Completed in 1841, the Athens-Augusta Railroad (later the Georgia Railroad) was the first railroad in Georgia and 
ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΦ aŀƴȅ ƻŦ hƎƭŜǘƘƻǊǇŜΩǎ ǘƻǿƴǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ !ǊƴƻƭŘǎǾƛƭƭŜΣ /Ǌŀǿford, 
Maxeys, Hutchins, Stephens, and Dunlap, prospered around the early railroad depots. 
 
CIVIL WAR 

The War Between the States (1861-1865) disrupted the agriculture and economy of the South. Oglethorpe Coun-
ty sent four companies of soldiers to fight - the Gilmer Blues, the Oglethorpe Rifles, the T.R.R. Cobb Infantry, and 
the Echols Artillery. In all, 766 men from Oglethorpe County, almost three-fourths of the adult white male 
population, fought in the War. Recovery after the War was slow. The old plantation system was soon replaced by 
tenant farming. The majority of freed slaves in the county remained on the plantations, working for wages or 
sharecropping. Widespread poverty gave rise to the crop-lien mortgage system which trapped land-poor farmers 
and tenants in an all-cotton program and an unending cycle of poverty and debt. Many Oglethorpe County 
residents migrated to the west. 
 
GOLD RUSH 

The economy and population rebounded in the 1880s-90s. New industries began to develop, and as prices rose, 
cotton once again became king. About that time gold was discovered in the Flatwoods section of southeastern 
Oglethorpe County. A gold rush ensued. A number of gold mines were opened and foreign capitalists flocked to 
the county. These mines failed to produce gold in sufficient quantities, and they were eventually abandoned. 
 
TWENTIETH CENTURY 

The period during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries was a time of great prosperity for 
Oglethorpe County. In 1920, the population reached an all-time high of 20,287. Then, economic and agricultural 
disaster struck. Cotton prices plummeted and remained low for the next twenty years. Devastating droughts and 
boll weevil infestations hit in the 1920s, followed by the Great Depression of the early 1930s. It was an onslaught 
that permanently altered agriculture and the way of life in the county. Cotton farming was abandoned and 
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Oglethorpe County lost over half its population in a flight to the cities that continued unabated for the next forty 
years. Agricultural diversification and general economic development in the region have reversed the trend and 
Oglethorpe County is once again growing. 
 
FAMOUS MEN OF OGLETHORPE COUNTY 

 
William Harris Crawford (1772-1834) - U.S. Congressman, U.S. Senator (President Pro 
Tempore), Minister to France, U.S. Secretary of War, U.S. Secretary of Treasury, 
candidate for President of the United States (he was the leading candidate but suffered 
a stroke). His great ability as a statesman and his six foot, three inch, "majestic" 
appearance led Emperor Napoleon to call him "the most regal man in my entire court," 
and the only man he had ever met who made him feel like bowing. During the height of 
Crawford's political career, many of the great men of the nation came to visit him at 
"Woodlawn," his home just west of Crawford. Among them were Henry Clay and 
President Monroe, who reportedly consulted with Crawford about policies that led to 
the Monroe Doctrine. Crawford's likeness appears on a U.S. fifty-cent bill issued in 
1875. Crawford County and the towns of Crawford and Crawfordville are named in his 
honor.  
 
George Mathews (1739-1812) Twice Governor of Georgia, first Georgian elected to the 
U.S. Congress. 
 
Meriwether Lewis (1774-1809) Leader of the famous Lewis and Clark Expedition, 
Private Secretary to President Thomas Jefferson, Governor of the Louisiana Territory. 
 
Stephen Upson (1785-мунпύ [ŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƻǊΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ DŜƻǊƎƛŀΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŜƳƛƴŜƴǘ ƭŀǿȅŜǊǎΦ hƴŎŜ 
ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άǘƘŜ ǿƛǎŜǎǘ Ƴŀƴ ƛƴ DŜƻǊƎƛŀΦέ ¦Ǉǎƻƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ƛǎ ƴŀƳŜŘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƘƻƴƻǊΦ 
 
Wilson Lumpkin (1783-1870) Georgia Governor, U.S. Congressman, State Repre-
sentative. Lumpkin County is named for him. 
 
George R. Gilmer (1790-1859) Twice Governor of Georgia, U.S. Congressman. Gilmer 
County is named for him. 
 
Joseph Henry Lumpkin (1799-1867) First Chief Justice of the Georgia Supreme Court, 
he was instrumental in framing the state penal code, co-founder of the Lumpkin 
School of Law at the University of Georgia, founded the Phi Kappa Literary Society. He 
was the brother of Wilson Lumpkin. Educated at the University of Georgia and 
Princeton, he was renowned for his eloquence and intelligence. 
 
David C. Barrow (1852-1929) University of Georgia Chancellor for over twenty years. 
Barrow County is named for him. 

William Harris Crawford 

Meriweather Lewis 

Joseph Henry Lumpkin 



 

OGLETHORPE BY THE NUMBERS 
 

 

 

 

 

 
It is anticipated that Oglethorpe County will continue to experience modest, steady population growth over the 
next 10 years.  The number of residents 65 years and older will continue to increase as the number of younger 
residents decreases.  This shift may result in declining population in the decades to come if efforts are not made 
to recruit and retain residents. 
 
 
 
 
 

 14,550

 14,600

 14,650

 14,700

 14,750

 14,800

 14,850

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

POPULATION PROJECTIONS 
2016-2025
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OƎƭŜǘƘƻǊǇŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀ 
predominately comprised of white, 
non-Hispanic people. 
African Americans account for the 
next largest group with about 17% of 
the population. In terms of 
ethnography, 4% of Oglethorpe 
County residents identify as Hispanic.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
There are approximately 14,600 residents 
in 5,542 households in Oglethorpe.  The 
median household value is $121,000 as 
compared to the State of Georgia median 
value of $148,100 and the national median 
value of $178,600.  The high school 
educational attainment rate of 79% is 
somewhat below the national average of 
88%.  Oglethorpe residents participate in 
the labor force at a rate of 57% compared 
to the national labor force participation 
rate of 63%.  Most Oglethorpe residents 
are employed outside of the community.  
Approximately 1,098 commute into 
Oglethorpe for work and 6,165 commute 
out leaving about 750 that live and work in 
the county.  The average commute time is 
29 minutes compared to the national 
average of 24.5 minutes.  There are 166 
employer establishments in Oglethorpe 
County. 
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Figure 1 ς Population by Race, US Census Bureau Quick Facts v.2015 

Figure 4 ς Facts at a Glance, US Census Bureau Quick Facts  



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The unemployment rate for Oglethorpe County is 5.3%. This is lower than the state unemployment rate of 5.8% 
and in line with the national unemployment rate of 5.3% 
 
Employment is Oglethorpe County is evenly shared among Goods-producing (Agriculture, Construction and 
Manufacturing), Service-providing and Government.   
 
The average weekly wages for those employed in Oglethorpe County is considerably less than that of the region.  
Average wages for occupations pay about 75% of wages in the surrounding region which is comprised of Clarke, 
Madison, Elbert, Greene, Oconee, Taliaferro and Wilkes counties. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Manufacturing
8%

Agriculture
11%

Construction
10%

Service-providing
31%

Government
34%

Other
6%

Employment by Industry

Manufacturing Agriculture Construction Service-providing Government Other



10 
 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

METHODOLOGY 

Approximately 170 people attended a Town Hall Meeting to discuss issues generated during the first 
comprehensive planning process. After a brief overview of the project and a description of each of the issues, 
they ranked 10 issues developed by the steering committee in order of significance, first on paper 
and then using an electronic keypad system. There were only 100 keypads, so the poll on paper was collected 
from the rest of the participants to be added later. The keypad results were used to choose the top three issues 
as discussion topics. Facilitators took notes as small groups of participants discussed the importance of the 
issues and what needed to be done about them. 
 

Participants sat at separate tables, each supplied with a computer. Most tables also had a facilitator to key in 
discussion notes. Those tables without a facilitator were asked to choose a participant to act as scribe for the 
group. The groups discussed the top three issues and a general question about any issues that weren't in the 
poll. 
 

What follows is the responses from polling and from the discussions. 
 

 
ISSUES AND CONCERNS 

 

ISSUES 
The 10 issues developed by the steering committee are listed in order below. Paper responses from the overflow 
group were added manually and compared to the keypad-only results; the additions did not change the rank 
order of the top three. Participants ranked issues in order of significance: 1 is most significant, 10 is least 
significant. Rank scores were derived from the average of the participants poll results. 
 

ISSUE RANK 
Protect and support agricultural uses 3.47  
Plan for growth 3.88 
Create opportunities for economic development 3.98 Coordinate infrastructure expansion with land uses 4.90 
Protect rural character and small town charm 5.27 Encourage innovative development techniques 6.38 Ensure 
compatible land uses 6.40 
Protect historic resources 6.53 
Protect environmentally sensitive areas 6.66  
Support recreation 7.39 
 

DISCUSSION/TOPICS AND TRENDS 
Participants sat at separate tables, each supplied with a computer. Most tables also had a facilitator to key in 
discussion notes. Those tables without a facilitator were asked to choose a participant to act as scribe for the 
group. The groups discussed the top three issues and a general question about any issues that weren't in the 
poll.  The following is a summary of the responses. 
 

What is important about protecting and supporting agricultural uses? 
άAgriculture is the economic base of the county, the number one revenue generator. It's a tradition in 
Oglethorpe County and one of the most important characteristics of the community.  Providing food also 
important to the wider community. Many people enjoy living in a rural area; protecting agriculture also protects 
the rural character of the county.έ 
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What needs to be done to accomplish protecting and supporting agricultural uses? 
άPlan carefully to keep other kinds of development from encroaching on agricultural land. Zoning can be used 
but is not acceptable to all residents. Some would like to see zoning codes removed, along with other 
regulations. Keep property taxes low and/or provide tax exemptions or other incentives for farmers. Publicize 
Oglethorpe County agriculture. Support a local farmers market. Encourage other agriculture-related businesses. 
Educate the community, especially young people, about agriculture through the school system and encourage 
organizations like 4-H and FFA.έ 
 

What is important about planning for growth? 
άPlanning ensures that the infrastructure for growth is in place, so roads don't become congested, and water 
supplies and sewage capacity aren't overwhelmed. It allows local control over what type of growth occurs 
where. It can encourage business, increasing the tax base, while preserving the character of the county.έ 
 

What needs to be done to accomplish planning for growth? 
άImprove the roads and other infrastructure (residents disagree about widening Highway 78). Use zoning to 
direct growth (also a controversial subject). Encourage businesses to locate in Oglethorpe County. Seek input 
from the community, including young people. Reduce government regulation. What is important about creating 
opportunities for economic development? Business taxes improve the tax base and keeps money in the county. 
Businesses provide jobs for the local residents, and provide opportunity for young people so that they don't have 
to relocate.έ 
 

What needs to be done to accomplish creating opportunities for economic development? 
άOffer tax and other incentives to businesses. Support local businesses; shop in the county. Join the Chamber of 
Commerce. Create a development authority or a downtown development authority in each of the towns. 
Improve the county's infrastructure and education. Businesses are attracted to places with good schools, so that 
would help with recruitment efforts. Market the county to appropriate businesses and retirees. Utilize the re- 
sources of the university.έ 
 

What issues did we miss? 
άThe school system needs attention. Transportation is an issue: there is disagreement about widening Highway 
78 and putting bypasses around Crawford and Lexington; there is no mass transit option in the county. 
Recreation is another area that did not receive sufficient attention. Public safety and other county services, 
including a senior center are issues. The community needs to be involved. Oglethorpe County needs to be 
marketed better. The environment needs to be considered.έ 
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COMMUNITY PERSPECTIVE 
As part of the public input process, county residents were asked to answer a series of questions regarding their 
perceptions of Oglethorpe County. The following chart highlights their responses to questions directed towards 
an analysis of Oglethorpe /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats.  
 
 

OVERALL VISION 

When you think of Oglethorpe, which three words come to mind? 
Country/rural 
Home 
Agricultural/Farming 
 

If you could add something to Oglethorpe County that would make a positive difference for the future, what 
would you add? 
Strong business community 
Better infrastructure 
More restaurants and retail 
New recreational facilities 
 
If you could take something away from Oglethorpe County that would make a positive difference for its future, 
what would you take away? 
Worn down infrastructure /  blight 
Government 
School Board troubles 
 

In your opinion, what would be an ideal version of Oglethorpe County in 10 years? 
A county that still maintains its rural qualities, agricultural roots, has more retirement type facilities, 
visitor accommodations, really nice restaurants, tours of the historic homes and other places in the county. 
A county with approximately 50,000 people, two or three national chain restaurants and one national 
chain grocery store designed around the rural ideals of Oglethorpe County. 
The version it is today, but with improved recreation facilities, a few added tax generating industrial businesses, 
and a few more retail and restaurant businesses. 
A beautified 78 corridor with more small businesses, a handful of retirement communities that blend well into 
the landscape, beautified parks and recreation and a totally remodeled high school. 
 

STRENGTHS 

What in Oglethorpe attracts the most residents? 
Rural, small-town feeling 
Location / Proximity 
Low cost of living 
 
What in Oglethorpe attracts the most visitors? 
Historic resources 
Hunting 
Rural 
 
What in Oglethorpe attracts the most businesses? 
Lower taxes 
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What aspect of Oglethorpe County is the biggest source of pride in the community? 
Schools 
History 
Rural way of life 
 

Where is the one place in Oglethorpe County you would take a visitor so they would always remember their visit? 
Watson Mill 
Lexington 
Goodness Grows 
County Courthouse 
 

OPPORTUNITIES 

²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ hƎƭŜǘƘƻǊǇŜΩǎ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΚ 
Attract more businesses /  jobs 
Fix existing infrastructure 
Improve school system 
 

In your opinion, what is the best way to attract more of the following to Oglethorpe County? 
Retail: Keep money in the county and not take it to Athens-Clarke County. 
Economic development: Paper mills or crop processing centers. Large employers that complement the 
agrarian lifestyle. 
Infrastructure: Infrastructure aimed at economic development. Everything else would follow. 
 

What business / industry is best suited for Oglethorpe County? 
Agriculture 
Retirement Communities 
Retail / Restaurant 
Manufacturing 
 
 

CHALLENGES 

What are the biggest challenges facing Oglethorpe County? 
Lack of local businesses and jobs 
Growth issues 
Lack of a tax base 
Bad infrastructure 
 

What is missing in Oglethorpe County? 
Restaurants and retail 
Jobs and activities for high school graduates 
Diversified economy 
Sports-related facilities 
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ANALYSIS OF CURRENT CONDITIONS 
 

EXISTING LAND USE 
The existing land use information and map is used to illustrate the issues and opportunities in relation to the 
existing development patterns. Analyzing the existing land use map in conjunction with the historical trend data 
can help to illustrate how the development patterns were formed. 
 

The land use map is an illustration of what is currently on the ground and includes the cities of Arnoldsville, 
/ǊŀǿŦƻǊŘΣ [ŜȄƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ aŀȄŜȅǎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƛƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘŀȄ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƻǊΩǎ Řŀǘŀ ƛƴ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀŜǊƛŀƭ 
photography, and field surveys to determine what the predominant land use is for every parcel of land 
throughout the county. 
 

Table 1 defines the types of land uses found in Oglethorpe County, and Table 2 breaks down the existing land use 
by category and total acreage. Figure 1 illustrates the existing countywide land use map. 
 
 
Table 1 - Land Use Definitions 
 

Land Use Category Definition 

Agriculture, forestry, fishing, and 
hunting 

These establishments grow crops, raise animals, harvest timber, and harvest 
fish and other animals from a farm, ranch, or their natural habitats. 

Arts, entertainment, and 
recreation 

These establishments operate facilities or provide services for a variety of 
cultural, entertainment, and recreational functions. 

Education, public administration, 
health care, and other institutions 

 
This is an aggregation of all public and institutional facilities. 

General sales or services Comprise the vast majority of establishments typically associated with 
commercial land use. 

Manufacturing and wholesale 
trade 

Manufacturing establishments are located in plants, factories or mills and 
employ workers who create new products by hand; wholesaling is an 
intermediate step in the distribution of merchandise. Wholesalers either sell 
or arrange the purchase of goods to other businesses and normally operate 
from a warehouse or office. 

Mining and extraction 
establishments 

These establishments refer to all activities that extract solid, liquid, or 
gaseous minerals or perform other preparations of these materials at a mine 
site. 

Residence or accommodation 
functions 

Comprise all establishments offering residence or accommodation, such as 
homes, apartments, elderly housing, and hotels. 

Transportation, communication, 
information, and utilities 

Establishments that serve passengers and cargo movements; produce or 
distribute information; or provide utility services. 

All land use categories are based on the Land Based Classification System Land Classification Categories, as 
developed by the American Planning Association. 
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Table 2 ς Breakdown of Land by Use 
 
 

 
Oglethorpe is primarily an agricultural community with over 86% of the county in a rural or agricultural state and 
nearly 15% of the residential acreage on lots greater than 40 acres.  The majority of residential development lies 
outside of the municipal limits of Crawford, Arnoldsville, Lexington and Maxeys within unincorporated 
Oglethorpe County.  
 

Commercial and industrial areas do not account for a significant portion of developed land in the county, 
representing a total of less than 0.3%.  



 

MAP 1 - EXISTING LAND USE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Existing Land Use 
Oglethorpe County,  

Georgia 
Prepared by Hugh Harker 

For the County Government of Oglethorpe County, Georgia 
August 2016 

Source: US National Wetlands Inventory 
 

 

 



 

Watson Mill State Park 

AREAS REQUIRING SPECIAL ATTENTION 
 

INTRODUCTION 
As growth continues there are inevitably going to be impacts to the existing natural and cultural environment as 
well as the community facilities, services and infrastructure that are required to service existing and future 
development. This section outlines areas where growth should be avoided, where growth is expected to occur, 
and where growth could potentially be stimulated. Map 2 provides a map of all Areas Requiring Special 
Attention. 
 

AREA DESCRIPTIONS 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANT NATURAL OR CULTURAL RESOURCES 
The map illustrates the presence of a variety of environmentally sensitive areas located throughout the county. 
The environmental areas include wetlands, floodplains, streams, groundwater recharge areas, steep slopes, and 
the small water supply watershed for the Crawford reservoir. 
 

AREAS WHERE RAPID DEVELOPMENT OR CHANGE OF LAND USE IS LIKELY TO OCCUR 
Existing development patterns have indicated that the northwestern area of the county has experienced the 
most rapid rates of growth.  The presence of an expanded water system originating in Arnoldsville and the 
proximity to the increasing employment opportunities in Athens-Clarke County indicates that this area is likely to 
continue to experience residential growth over the next twenty years under the existing conditions. 
 

AREAS WHERE THE PACE OF DEVELOPMENT HAS OR MAY OUT PACE THE AVAILABILITY OF COMMUNITY 
FACILITIES AND SERVICES, INCLUDING TRANSPORTATION 
Existing development patterns have indicated that the northwestern area of the county has experienced the 
most rapid rates of growth.  The presence of an expanded water system originating in Arnoldsville and the 
proximity to the increasing employment opportunities in Athens-Clarke County indicates that this area is likely to 
continue to experience residential growth over the next twenty years under the existing conditions. 
 

AREAS WITH INFILL AND/OR REDEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES 
Infill/redevelopment opportunities exist within the municipalities, specifically within downtown [ŜȄƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ 
historic district, which contains a number of historic structures that represent opportunities for the rehabilitation 
of existing historic structures for economic development purposes. 
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MAP 2 - AREAS REQUIRING SPECIAL ATTENTION 

Areas Requiring Special Attention 
Oglethorpe County,  

Georgia 
Prepared by Hugh Harker 

For the County Government of Oglethorpe County, Georgia 
August 2016 

Source: US National Wetlands Inventory 
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MAP 3 ς ENVIRONMENTAL AREAS MAP

Environmental Map 
Oglethorpe County,  

Georgia 
Prepared by Hugh Harker 

For the County Government of Oglethorpe County, Georgia 
August 2016 

Source: US National Wetlands Inventory 
 

 




















































































